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Welcome from our Principal
Mr Everett
A warm welcome to you all , it is with great pleasure to share our
latest Spring transition newsletter with you!
I am incredibly passionate about providing a high quality learning
experience for and I am very proud to be Principal at Cardinal
Wiseman Catholic School. My colleagues and I are very much looking
forward to meeting you and for you to become part of our exciting
Wiseman community, a community of faith supported by our core
compass for life values of: respect, knowledge, resilience and ambition.
I am passionate about making sure that you have the chance to thrive
and succeed , to learn as much as you can in the time that you have
with us so that you can go on and have a life filled with excitement and
joy.
I am excited to meet you and looking forward to our journey together!
"Don’t you worry, Harry. You’ll learn fast enough.
Everyone starts at the beginning at Hogwarts, you’ll be just fine."
Hagrid - Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone

Reflection
Happy Easter! Easter is a fantastic
reminder of the joys in the world.
The weather is improving, the days
are longer and the sky is bluer, the
leaves are back on the trees,
shoots of new life are appearing in
the soil and lambs are happily
skipping through the fields! Of
course the greatest joy is the
knowledge that Jesus has risen and
that through his passion, death and
resurrection it is possible for us to
go to Heaven. The joy that the
disciples felt when they discovered
the empty tomb and when Jesus
appeared to them should be a joy
that we still feel today, a joy that
inspires and fills us with hope.
Our world, however, can at times
seem like a place devoid of joy and
hope. The worst of the Covid
pandemic may be behind us, but
the effects and ramifications are
still a very real thing, and with the
invasion of Ukraine it can often
seem as though the world is a
bleak and challenging place.

For me two things that bring great
hope in difficult times are
community and Jesus. The Romero
Academy provides both and it
really is a joy to work within this
community. A community that is
welcoming, caring and loving is a
real source of hope for the future.
Seeing primary students come up
to Cardinal Wiseman full of
happiness and laughter never fails
to bring a smile to our faces and
journeying alongside those children
is a great blessing for Beth and I as
the Chaplaincy team.
Having Christ at the centre of our
community should focus our hearts
and minds on the joy of the
resurrection. It is at the core of
what we believe - everything we do
as a community stems from the
sure hope of the joy of heaven. Let
us pray that during this Easter
period we might fix our gaze on
this hope and feel the joy those
disciples felt when they discovered
that Christ was indeed risen.

By Tom Machin
Cardinal Wiseman's Lay Chaplin

Subject Spotlight English
This year at Cardinal Wiseman, our
Year 7 students have studied a rich
variety of high quality texts which
have provided them with a deeper
understanding of different cultures
and traditions. They have also begun
to develop a love of literature which
will form a strong basis for their
GCSEs and, indeed, their whole lives!
Your literary journey in Year 7 will
begin with an exciting excursion
through didactic tales from around
the world, featuring traditional
stories from countries that our
students and their families once
called ‘home’. These folktales may
be ones you know well or they may
be brand new delights: we have a
mixture of all! From there, you will
progress to the classics via extracts
from Homer’s epic Greek poem, The
Odyssey.

The Spring term begins with a look
into both modern and pre 19th
century literature, all focused on the
emotive topic of Child Poverty: you
will read a variety of interesting,
compelling texts and create a range
of different written pieces, both
creative and transactional based on
this. The works of ‘the Bard’ himself
follow, with a very detailed focus on
how prejudice is dealt with through
Shakespeare's plays; you'll be
amazed how relevant to modern life
his works really are! Summer Term
provides a first foray into the
dystopian genre via Orwell’s classic
‘Animal Farm’ which will, no doubt,
spark a definite craving for dystopian
fiction - both old and new.
All of these prepare you for your
well-read journey towards Year 11
and beyond, where you will
encounter the Jacobean, Victorian
and Edwardian eras via a range of
Shakespearean and modern plays, as
well as 19th and 20th Century novels
and a variety of modern and
traditional poetry.

Subject Spotlight Science
Our budding new students start
their year learning the ropes with
intensive lab training that will
allow them to earn their bunsen
burner licence and be ready to
develop as fully fledged scientists.
Following this, they start to
explore the world of Biology and
learn about the smallest building
blocks of life, the cell. Using
microscopes to explore the
microscopic world around them,
they
will
develop
an
understanding and respect for the
composition of the most minute
parts of the living world.

The next topic students will
grapple with investigates the puts
the students in the footsteps of Sir
Isaac Newton after having an
apple fall on his head, the world of
fabulous forces. Students will get
hands-on with predicting patterns,
gathering results and analysing
data, to investigate the most
fundamental interactions we take
for granted every day.

Subject Spotlight RE
Within the RE department we strive
for educational excellence whilst
enabling our students to move
forward in their faith journey
“An all-round education seeks to
develop every aspect of the
individual:
social,
intellectual,
emotional, moral and spiritual.”
Pope John Paul II
What is Religious Education? The
teaching of a particular religion’s
such as Catholic Christianity,
Judaism, Islam and Sikhism. Which
looks at its holy text and the way
everyday life is lived.
What is the purpose of the subject?
To show how we can live out the
teachings of Jesus so that we can
have a positive impact on the world
and the school community. We look
at how the world in which we live is
made up of both religious and non
religious views and how it is
important to respect all views, as we
can learn from each other.

Why is this subject important? It
develops the knowledge of why both
religious and non religious people do
things differently and why we must
show
both
tolerance
and
understanding to all. It allows us to
discover and try to answer big
questions and develop morally.
What are the key concepts and/or
big ideas in this subject?
Creation: how the world and animals
were created.
Morality: the distinction between
right and wrong or good and bad
behaviour.
Ways of Life: the festivals, worship
practices and tradition of specific
religions, as practiced in the UK.
Beliefs:
where
we
consider
something to be true and develop an
understanding of how and why
religious beliefs began.

Meet Mr Alcott
Hello to our new Year 7 students. I
take great pleasure in introducing
myself as the Head of Key Stage 3 at
Cardinal Wiseman Catholic School
from September 2022.
I am looking forward to meeting you
all and along with your new Head of
Year, supporting you through the
transition from your Primary school
to Cardinal Wiseman all the way
through to the completion of your
GCSE exams in the summer of 2027.
I have been teaching for 14 years
and have held several roles within
Cardinal Wiseman. I was a PE
teacher before becoming a Head of
Year. I've looked after years 8,9,10
and 11 and am now Key Stage 3
Lead, supporting all of the staff that
work closely with years 7, 8 and 9
and of course, all of the students.
As Head of Key Stage 3 I will be
working closely with all of your
teachers and tutors to ensure your
time in school is both enjoyable, safe
and that you make the desired
progress across your subjects.

I will be a regular point of contact
with home to develop a supportive
relationship
with
your
parents/carers to ensure your
experience at Cardinal Wiseman is a
smooth and enjoyable one.
I will encourage you to be the best
you can be in all that you do and
show pride in being part of the
Cardinal Wiseman Catholic School
family. Your time here is a journey
and every journey needs a direction.
We call it a compass for life, it will be
at the heart of everything you do
pastorally and I will be there to help
guide you. I will encourage you,
every step of the way, to develop
your knowledge, ambition, respect
and resilience, helping to shape your
future and the person you become.
I look forward to meeting you all on
the 6th July for your Transition day
and if you have any questions or
queries in the meantime then please
do not hesitate to contact either
myself or your head of year.

A day in the life of
a Year 7 student
When I wake up in the morning, I make sure that I have had a good
breakfast so that I have the fuel I need for the day. I make sure that my
uniform is correct and that I look presentable. It is important that we
take pride in our appearance. Our uniform represents the pride we
have in being a Cardinal Wiseman student.
When I arrive at school, there is a breakfast club available if you want
to use it. It is a nice way to start the day and a nice way to meet up
with your friends before the first lesson. Lessons begin at 9am.
Teachers plan their lessons really well and the knowledge we gain from
each lesson sets us up for success.
At break time and lunch time I am able to go to the canteen if I wish. I
will often play football with my friends to burn off some energy before
my next lessons.
School finishes at 3:20pm, but you do not have to go home then. As a
school we have lots of after school activities that are available to us
and are really enjoyable. By the time I get home I am tired after a day
of learning and fun, but excited for tomorrow and a new day of
learning.

By Caiden Robinson
Attended Good Shepherd Primary School :

Student LEadership Board
Hi!

As Student Principal I will make
sure that your opinions are
I’m Madison Stafford, a Year 12 represented within the school
student here at Cardinal and I can’t wait to meet you all!
Wiseman and the new Student
Principal! My role is to lead the
Student Leadership Board to Maddison Stafford
make sure that all of our Student Principal
students - including you - will be
listened to, so that we can make
positive changes in our school.
The Student Leadership Board is
made up of nine upper school
students who will make sure that
your transition is comfortable
and smooth. We will be out at
break and lunch times to answer
any of your questions or just
have a chat - we are here to
listen!

Wiseman Alumni
I began my Romero journey as a
St John Fisher’s pupil, way back at
the age of two as I attended their
nursery school. Even then, the
love and support I was enveloped
with as I was welcomed into the
Romero family helped my
confidence and development
flourish.
Moving
into
the
subsequent ‘big school’ of St John
Fisher, I have incredibly fond
memories of my burgundy
jumper and book bag. As an
adult, I realise now that the
Catholicity
that
underpins
Romero’s values has shaped my
life even now; I try to always
foster a culture of mutual respect
in my classroom and raise my
family with morality and love at
its heart.

On my first day at St John Fisher, I
remember being called through
into my reception classroom
away from my mum and counting
toy elephants from one plastic
tub into another. This was just
the beginning of seven happy
years spent at St John Fisher. I
have wonderful memories of my
first Holy Communion, Plas Dol-yMoch, practising for Nativity
plays, class church services and
that all important Leavers
Assembly at the end of Year 6! It
was in Year 5 that I fell in love
with English, particularly creative
writing, with Miss Cunningham’s
encouragement and guidance. I
still remember partaking in a
poetry competition she was
running and being amazed that
my poem had been published in
an actual book!

When I moved on to start Year 7
at Cardinal Wiseman, I was
terrified at the size of the school
but so excited to start new
lessons. I have lovely memories
of using the swimming pool in
PE, rehearsing Footloose the
Musical and learning to play the
guitar during my time there. A
particular high point for me was
going to Rome with the Sixth
Form, seeing the sights and
eating amazing food! I think
adolescence can be a tough time
for a lot of people but attending
Cardinal Wiseman allowed me
the stability and structure to
navigate this time and grow
socially and academically. I had
fantastic teachers around me
who continued to encourage my
love of English and creative
writing.

I felt I could be an advocate for
our pupils and I wanted to be in
an environment that was familiar
and nurturing as I embarked on
this second, very different
journey of learning. As an
employee, I continue to be
inspired
by
the
sheer
professionalism and dedication
of my colleagues in the English
Department who work so hard
every day to do the best for the
children in our care. I am
privileged to work amongst
talented and kind individuals and
find
myself,
even
now,
surrounded by that same love
and support that I first
experienced more than twenty
years ago.

It only made sense to me to
return to Cardinal Wiseman to
train to teach.

Attended St. John Fisher:
2001-2008
Attended Cardinal Wiseman:
2008-2015

By Deanna Acton
Teacher of English

