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Dear Parents and Carers 

As I write this today, we have had over 800 Lateral Flow Tests completed, with close to 1000 expected to have been       
taken by the end of the day. 

The extraordinary support and diligence of our young people and their families has been wonderful, and despite the      
government website crashing and longer waiting times, we feel that this environment is as safe as can be for the staggered 
return of students next week.  

I would like to publicly thank all of the testing team and volunteers who have worked relentlessly to set up a test centre, to 
register and record thousands of results over the last few days and weeks, and the considerable work that has gone on 
through the night to make sure each child gets their first test.  

The return of students to school is a profound step in a way back to routine and sense of normality. As a staff body, we are 
keen to talk to our students, reassure them, and most importantly, teach them so that they know more, remember more, 
can do more, and be able to have the future that they aspire.  

For parents and carers of examination students, a separate communication will come in the next week regarding the      
outcome of the Ofqual consultation and the postponed mock examinations. 

I hope that you and your children have a calm, peaceful, and relaxing weekend ahead of the return next week and I look 
forward to seeing you all in the not too distant future. 

God bless 

Mr M Everett  
Principal 
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March -  Dedicated to St Joseph 

 

Please note: the following page contains arrangement details 

for returning to school next week.  Thank you. 



 

Face Coverings:  All students will be required to wear face coverings in communal spaces 

where social distancing is not possible. This includes in classrooms during lessons and in      

corridors.  

Attendance: The Government has made clear that attendance on-site at school is                      

compulsory for all students except for those who are Clinically Extremely Vulnerable (CEV) 

and have received shielding letters from their GP practice. Our school buses will be operating 

as normal from Monday 8 March.  

We would like to thank you once again for your ongoing support. It is fantastic to now see 

the light at the end of the tunnel. We have valued all of your support over the last twelve 

months as we have navigated our way through the difficulties posed by Covid-19. 

Return to School Arrangements March 2021  

 

Paper Packs:  If you are working on paper packs, please can you return them to form tutors 

when you are back in school next week. 



 

 

 

 

 

3 March 2021 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

We are pleased to be welcoming your children back to school from the 8th March. We continue to take every 
measure to make sure our schools are as safe as possible, and as a city we continue to share learning and good 
practice across all schools. 

 

Coventry’s current rate of 112 people with the virus for every 100,000 of the population, has significantly reduced, 
but continues to remain higher than when schools fully opened in September 2020. There are a number of addi-
tional measures that will be in place, linked to national guidance and local advice, and we thank you for your con-
tinued support with this.  

 

Lateral Flow testing (LFT) 

 

LFT continues to be an important tool in managing infection rates and reducing transmission on an ongoing ba-
sis. It is helpful in identifying asymptomatic cases, and therefore reducing the number of children and young peo-
ple that may need to isolate.  

 

It is already in place for secondary age pupils, who will be invited to have 3 tests on their return to school (3 to 5 
days apart). Following this, home testing kits will be supplied for pupils to test twice weekly. Parental consent is 
required for testing, and we urge you to consent for your secondary-age child to be tested. 

 

There is no national recommendation for primary-age pupils to have a LFT. You will be aware, however, that we 
have extended our LFT Community sites to be able to test children and young people from age 2. We are       
encouraging all parents and carers of children attending a primary school to take them for a COVID-19 test prior 
to their return to school week commencing the 8

th
 March, and then on a weekly basis thereafter. Information on 

the location and opening times of LFT Community sites is available at https://www.coventry.gov.uk/
lateralflowtesting. 

 

Please also be aware that the government have just announced rapid lateral flow testing for households and  
bubbles of school pupils and staff. This will enable parents and carers to collect home test kits at a local          
collection point to allow LFT to be done at home. Further information is available at https://www.gov.uk/guidance/
rapid-lateral-flow-testing-for-households-and-bubbles-of-school-pupils-and-staff. This is a new development and 
we will provide further information through your usual school communication process as soon as we have it. 

 
Face Coverings 

 

Secondary-age pupils will have already been used to wearing face coverings when moving around school    
premises and in communal areas on school sites. The Department for Education are also currently                  
recommending that face coverings are worn by pupils in classrooms or during activities where social distancing 
cannot be maintained. Secondary schools in Coventry are adopting this advice and no doubt will have already 
been in contact with you in relation to this. In addition, any secondary aged pupils travelling on dedicated 
transport to school must also wear a face covering. This does not apply to any children or young people who are 
exempt from wearing face coverings. 

 

There is no national or local recommendation that children in primary schools wear a face covering within the  
setting. 

https://www.coventry.gov.uk/lateralflowtesting
https://www.coventry.gov.uk/lateralflowtesting
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rapid-lateral-flow-testing-for-households-and-bubbles-of-school-pupils-and-staff
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rapid-lateral-flow-testing-for-households-and-bubbles-of-school-pupils-and-staff


General Controls 

 

There are a number of other things that you can also continue to do to help make our education settings safe. 
These are: 

 Not sending your child to their nursery, childminder, school or college if they are showing coronavirus 
symptoms or someone within the household is showing symptoms 

 Arranging a test if you or your child develops symptoms – no matter how mild – and informing the nursery, 

childminder, school or college of the result.  

 Keeping your child at home where they have been identified as having contact with a confirmed case either 
in school or elsewhere 

 Ensuring that the whole household isolate where a household member is awaiting a result, and continued 

isolation if test result is positive  

 Reinforcing with your children how to wash hands, make space and minimise contact 

 Adhering to the current rules and guidance (including additional mitigations in relation to Lateral Flow   

Testing and face coverings) to help reduce transmission.  

 Supporting your schools by understanding and reinforcing with your children what is expected, including 
where they are required to wear face covering both in school and on public transport (including dedicated 
school buses) 

 Adhering to the current rules when you pick up and drop off students at school sites, and ensuring you 

wear a face covering, maintain a 2 metre distance from other parents (including not blocking entrances, 
exits, or immediate areas outside of schools) 

 Continuing to adhere to the national guidelines https://www.gov.uk/guidance/national-lockdown-stay-at-
home 

If you would like any more help and advice around COVID-19, please go to 

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus. 

 

We are aware that there will continue to be situations across the city where children / young people are required 
to self-isolate because they test positive or are a contact of a confirmed case in an education setting. This is   
obviously a necessary precaution to prevent the spread of COVID-19 and keep Education settings open to as 
many children and young people as possible. Where pupils do need to self-isolate, schools will support them to 
continue with their education using remote learning packages. 

  

We would like to thank you for your continued support in helping our city reduce COVID-19. 

 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
     
 
 

Kirston Nelson      Liz Gaulton 
Director of Education & Skills    Director of Public Health and Wellbeing 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/national-lockdown-stay-at-home
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/national-lockdown-stay-at-home
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus


 

YouTube streamed from Saint John Fisher Church Click below for link. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-3M8fA3iW_yGIoeeMqn2Kw  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-3M8fA3iW_yGIoeeMqn2Kw


 

We all love being read to, so treat yourself this World Book Day and listen 

to one of the new FREE audiobooks 

Whether you’re reading together with the family, or listening in your own 

time, find a perfect audiobook for you. The World Book Day team will be 

updating this page regularly with new titles!  

Here are some of the brilliant titles available 

as free audiobooks on the World Book Day 

website. 

Don’t forget, there is still time to print out a book token and swap it for one of the special World 

Book Day  books at your local supermarket. Ready printed tokens will also be available in school 

next week — students can ask their form tutor to collect them from the library. 

https://worldbookday.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=fb0047e963000a5e90da3d8a4&id=a3f6cbc32e&e=b6c4f0a5f3


 

 

English Enrichment Clubs 

 

We have missed you all! Now that we’re looking forward to you all being back in school, we want to 
offer you a range of opportunities for extracurricular activities. These clubs will provide some weekly 
fun and will include regular activities, competitions and even some trips once we are  safely allowed 
to do so. Initially, these will be offered online due to being in bubbles, then will move to in-school 
venues.  
 

Tuesday:   

Poets’ Corner: A Key Stage 3/4 poetry club for all those who love reading - or writing - poetry.    

If that sounds like you, please contact Miss Mullen using: rmcnulty.mullen@cwcscoventry.co.uk  
 

Debate Mates: A Key Stage 3/4 debating club, linked to the PiXL National Debating competition. 

So if you want to get arguing - persuasively of course - and maybe even represent Cardinal Wiseman 
in these national competitions, please contact Miss Healey using: shealey@cwcscoventry.co.uk  
 

Wednesday:   

Wands at the Ready! A club for all things ‘Harry Potter’, including reading, discussions,        

activities and a ‘Harry Potter Experience’ afternoon once a term. Want to know more? Ask              
Mrs Taylor, our resident Harry Potter expert on: ltaylor@cwcscoventry.co.uk  
 

The Movie Mob! Do you see yourself as the next Steven Spielberg, Tim Burton or                 

Christopher Nolan? Want to write your own scripts, act and/or create your own film trailers? Then 
this could be the club for you! Ask Mr Keane for more information: mkean@cwcscoventry.co.uk  
 

Thursday:   

Latin for Life! Aimed at Year 9/10 students looking to prepare themselves for future careers, 

while  having some fun along the way. If you’re a budding medical, legal or languages degree student, 
this will lead onto the opportunity to take Latin GCSE in KS5 and give you a great head start towards 
that. Want to know more? Ask Mrs Autorino: mautorino@cwcscoventry.co.uk  
 

The Day of the Dystopian! Aimed at Year 9/10 students, this is a reading club for those of 

you who like to live outside the box! Who wants to live life in normality? Not you! Want to know 
more? Ask Miss Hodgkinson: shodgkinson@cwcscoventry.co.uk  
 

Newspaper Ninjas! Aimed at the budding journalists amongst you who want to have a say in                

Cardinal Wiseman’s weekly life, you will be involved in writing / editing / producing a student-based 
termly newsletter. Want to have a voice in school? Then ask Miss Egan for more information:                                  
degan@cwcscoventry.co.uk  

 

 

Come join us and have some fun! 



 

 

Calling All Linguists! 
 

I hope you are all well and have enjoyed learning languages in lockdown. I would like to remind 
you of our extra-curricular activities online. If you wish to join any of the clubs, please click on an 
appropriate link below: 
 
Arabic Club Online 
https://classroom.google.com/c/Mjg1Nzk1MzE1MTQy?cjc=2z4qegy 
 
French Club Online 
https://classroom.google.com/c/MjA0MzE4NDgwMjE4?cjc=e2nxu6c 
 
German Club Online 
https://classroom.google.com/c/MjUzNDMyMTk3NzMx?cjc=ucftoxd 
 
Italian Club Online 
https://classroom.google.com/c/MjA0MzIwODMyNjQx?cjc=6uqngsb 
 
Japanese Club Online 
https://classroom.google.com/c/MjY4NjY4MzY2ODY3?cjc=lzkwhse 
 
Polish Club Online 
https://classroom.google.com/c/MjA0MzEyMzQzNjIz?cjc=oygx62h 
 
Portuguese Club Online 
https://classroom.google.com/c/Mjg1Nzk1MzE1MTc0?cjc=f3r4cr5 
 
Russian Club Online 
https://classroom.google.com/c/MjUzNDQzNDU4NDU5?cjc=6ntayaj 
 
Spanish Club Online 
https://classroom.google.com/c/MjA0MzE5OTk2OTY1?cjc=5v7i4sv 
 
And for a super challenge Latin Club Online: 
https://classroom.google.com/c/Mjg1Nzk1MzE1MTk0?cjc=5geh4vn 
 
I look forward to seeing your there! 
Mrs Williams 

 

https://classroom.google.com/c/Mjg1Nzk1MzE1MTQy?cjc=2z4qegy
https://classroom.google.com/c/MjA0MzE4NDgwMjE4?cjc=e2nxu6c
https://classroom.google.com/c/MjUzNDMyMTk3NzMx?cjc=ucftoxd
https://classroom.google.com/c/MjA0MzIwODMyNjQx?cjc=6uqngsb
https://classroom.google.com/c/MjY4NjY4MzY2ODY3?cjc=lzkwhse
https://classroom.google.com/c/MjA0MzEyMzQzNjIz?cjc=oygx62h
https://classroom.google.com/c/Mjg1Nzk1MzE1MTc0?cjc=f3r4cr5
https://classroom.google.com/c/MjUzNDQzNDU4NDU5?cjc=6ntayaj
https://classroom.google.com/c/MjA0MzE5OTk2OTY1?cjc=5v7i4sv
https://classroom.google.com/c/Mjg1Nzk1MzE1MTk0?cjc=5geh4vn


 

 

ENRICHMENT OPPORTUNITY 

During the challenges of lockdown, why not discover how you could become an           

everyday hero?  - The University of Glasgow is offering a basic first aid course - it is 

only 2 hours over 2 weeks and IT’S FREE!!! 

https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/basic-first-aid 

 

This week, all Year 12 students had the opportunity to participate in an online            

workshop led by “IntoUniversity”. Students were given an overview of the                           

application process and, in particular, ideas for inclusion in personal statements. 

Useful websites: 

https://www.unitasterdays.com/ 

https://www.ukuniversitysearch.com/ 

 UPCOMING VIRTUAL OPEN DAYS 

  

 

10 March London Metropolitan University 

Northumbria University 

Bath Spa University 

11 March University of Lincoln 

13 March University of South Wales 

De Montfort University 

Solent University 

 

This week, our look at Art & Culture focused on: Poetry 

Invictus, meaning “unconquerable” or “undefeated” in Latin, is a poem by the           
Victorian English poet William Ernest Henley. This poem is about courage in the face 
of death, and holding on to one's own dignity despite the indignities life places          
before us. 

It was Nelson Mandela’s favourite poem. 

https://tinyurl.com/2wydcdtz 

SIXTH FORM NEWS 

https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/basic-first-aid
https://www.unitasterdays.com/
https://www.ukuniversitysearch.com/
https://tinyurl.com/2wydcdtz


 

  

Considering embarking on an apprenticeship when you finish studying at Cardinal Wise-

man Sixth Form? 

  

The following will start to answer any questions that you might have. If you want to dis-

cuss this career path further, please contact Ms Duffy requesting a 1-2-1 careers appoint-

ment with Prospects. 

 

What is an apprenticeship? https://tinyurl.com/1uty7o60 

Student Apprenticeship Guide https://tinyurl.com/1tkl2h60 

Become an apprentice https://tinyurl.com/eu9x5xvv 

Find an apprenticeship https://tinyurl.com/eik7rw1o 

 

 

  

Do you have questions about apprenticeships? 

 
Note: during the pandemic, this service is only available by phone. 

 

 

If you have any issues, questions or queries then you can email any of us below. We may 

not see you on a day to day basis but we are still here to help and support you. 

  

Email Mr Kingshott, Ms Duffy or Mrs Campbell 

or phone Mrs Brown on 07741 162799. 

https://tinyurl.com/1uty7o60
https://tinyurl.com/1tkl2h60
https://tinyurl.com/eu9x5xvv
https://tinyurl.com/eik7rw1o


 
At Cardinal Wiseman, we have a Local Academy Committee for our school who work in partnership with the Board of 

Directors (who oversee all eight schools in the MAC). We must follow the processes as directed by the Diocese full details 

are here. 

We would like to take the opportunity to say ‘thank you’ to two members who have recently stepped down from serving 

on the Committee : 

Paul Booth, elected Parent Representative 

Terry Sharkey, Academy Foundation Representative (member Saint Patrick’s Parish) 

We are therefore looking for members to join our Academy Committee; full details are here. Currently we have two 
Foundation Academy Representatives and one Parent Elected Representative. We will be sharing details of the process to 
elect a Parent Representative in the forthcoming weeks.   For anyone interested in becoming a Foundation Academy  
Representative, there are certain requirements with full details found here. 

We are grateful for all those who serve on this important body. The committee  provides  assurance of the operational 
running of the school, drawing on local representation rooted within the academy’s staff, parental, parish and                     
neighbourhood communities. 

The Academy Committee will: 

 oversee the implementation of the Directors’ strategy, policy and procedures 

 monitor the effectiveness of the management in running the academy in accordance with the Directors’ strategy, 

policy and procedures 

 report on the impact of the Directors’ strategic framework on the quality of provision, performance and standards 

of the academy 

We have had some new members join so below is a full list of our Academy Committee as it stands.  If you are interested 
in finding out more, email Mrs Robins on rrobins@cwcscoventry.co.uk  

 

Full Name Status 

Gerald O'Connor Chair  Foundation Academy Representative 

Kevin Shakespeare Vice Chair Foundation Academy Representative 

Vivienne Gray Foundation Academy Representative 

Marina Kelly Foundation Academy Representative 

Paddy Allaway Foundation Academy Representative 

Laura Burtonwood Staff Elected Representative 

Chris Booth Staff Elected Representative 

Vacancy x 1 Parent Elected Representative 

Piotr Bloch Parent Elected Representative 

Matthew Everett Principal 

Vacancy x 2 Foundation Academy Representative 

GOVERNOR  UPDATE 

https://romeromac.com/recruitment/
https://cardinalwiseman.coventry.sch.uk/lac/
https://romeromac.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/General-booklet-for-Governance.pdf
mailto:rrobins@cwcscoventry.co.uk


 

Safegu
ard
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SAFEGUARDING 

 

More information is available in the latest  "In Partnership" SEND        

ebulletin which you can view here 

 

As we prepare for children and young people to head back to school and colleges from 8 March,    
 

parents might benefit from using the  
 

"Back to school" materials produced by Complex Communications team and SEND IASS. 

 
There are also some short (and longer!) narrated videos on SEND IASS's Youtube channel.  

  

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKCOVENTRY/bulletins/2c219aa
https://www.coventry.gov.uk/back2school

