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Daer Parents and Carers 
 
"Be comforted, my people, be strengthened," says your God. 
 
These are the words from the first reading this weekend, from Isaiah. 
 
We are increasingly finding from our students, parents, carers and staff that this message is a 
difficult one to heed; every day there is a worry that in ordinary times would not concern us so 
much, but in Covid times seems to be more troubling. Please be reassured that you are not alone 
and that we are working closely with every agency possible to keep school open to as many        
students as possible and deliver as normal an education as possible for those unable to come in.  
 
I am deeply grateful to the supportive messages that have come from so many parents in recent 
days, and for your support in informing us of any illnesses and symptoms, no matter how small 
so that we can advise and support. Can I please urge you to communicate to us if you have or-
dered a test, and not to send in your children who have even the mildest of symptoms.  
 
As we are in Advent, it would be remiss of me not to make a pun on light, and with the news this 
week of a potential vaccine, there really is light at the end of the tunnel, both medically, and 
spiritually for us. This will be very welcome news for many of you who are extremely vulnerable 
or have family and friends in this category. As we approach Christmas, it really is a time of hope 
and light and as a tight community I believe we can come through this stronger than ever.  
 
God bless. 
 
Mr Everett 
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KEY STAGE 3 NEWS 

 

Congratulations to Ishaal (8E) 
who has won first prize in the 

Interfaith Art Competition! 
 

Well done Ishaal! Your greeting card was 
given to the Coventry Refugee Centre.  

 

 

Congratulations to Ana-Maria (7G) 
who has won first prize in the       

Interfaith Bake Off Competition! 
 

Ana-Maria created a special Romanian dish 
called Sarmale. Well-done Ana! 

 

A big thank you to all staff, students and parents who kindly donated 
items to the Refugee Centre during Interfaith Week. 

Interfaith Week Winners! 

A New Year 8 Competition! 
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I have worked at Cardinal Wiseman 

School for three years now, and taught A 

level geography in three educational  

sectors for more than 20 years.  

The subject (as you would expect) is as 

relevant today as it was when I started 

teaching. It has evolved to reflect the 

challenges facing us today and remains 

topical and current. 

I love the vibrancy and relevance of geography, particularly the way that when you switch 
the TV on every day for the news, you are seeing geography in action, in front of your eyes.               
Whether that is the changing political geography of the United States, the accelerated 
melting of the polar ice caps or the impact and spread of coronavirus it is all geography.  
 
A level geography challenges you to question why the world is the way it is, and gets the             
students to consider the main drivers of change. It allows you to understand so much more 
about the world in which you live. The A level specification will excite your mind, challenge 
perceptions and stimulate student investigative and analytical skills. New units have been 
added to reflect the world today, but you will also see the retention of topics you have                  
previously enjoyed such as hazards and population. 
  
This course is suitable for any student with an enquiring mind, who wishes to better              
understand how interconnected the global community is. 
  
Mr Stockton and the geography department look forward to welcoming you to A Level          
Geography at Cardinal Wiseman Sixth Form. 
 
 

 
Continuing our subject spotlights for Post 16 study here at Cardinal Wiseman, this week we would 
like to present:   Media Studies and Geography.                                                                                                                                          
 
For further information, please speak to a member of the 6th Form team 
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Media is the study of mass communication and 
A Level Media Studies gives students the       
opportunity to study a range of media,                
including: news, television, film, video games, 
advertising, magazines, radio and music video. 
 
This is a highly popular subject that allows           
students to make sense of the world that we 
live in, analysing how audiences are attracted 
and maintained, what motivates media               
industries and how certain group are                   
represented in the mainstream media. 

It is a very relevant subject as it is about current forms of entertainment and information, 
scrutinising texts that students are probably already familiar with but looking at them from 
a new perspective. Studying Media encourages students to consider the messages that are 
being communicated on a daily basis, what myths are perpetuated in the mainstream                
media and how independent industries can challenge the establishment. 
 
Not only is this an academic subject involving knowledge of, and ability to, apply a                                 
theoretical framework, but there is also the opportunity to be creative in Media. 30% of the 
A Level grade comes from the students’ NEA Coursework where they will work in print and 
video, as well as web design. Therefore, the skills that students develop over the course not 
only could lead directly into a career in an area of the media (such as journalism or                 
advertising) but also aid students to be more creative, familiar with computer programmes, 
and develop their design skills.   
 
For Year 12 we also run a vocational media course, Cambridge Technicals in Digital Media 
Level 3.  In this course there is an increased emphasis on practical skills and 50% of the final 
grade is accrued through coursework units.  Typically students will gain practical experience 
in filming, film editing, creating radio adverts and promotional posters - we aim to give our 
students a wide range of practical tasks in which they can develop more hands-on skills, as 
well as their written, academic abilities.  
 
Due to the very nature of what Media is, this subject is also beneficial to students wanting 
to develop their understanding of communication. 
 
Mr Keane looks forward to meeting students who opt for this course.  
 

KEY STAGE 4 : Spotlight on Post 16 Courses 
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Advent Assemblies 

Sixth form students have been continuing their 
assemblies on 'Effective Revision'. This week, we 

focussed on two elements:                           

'Retrieval Practice' and 'Elaboration' 

Students are encouraged to apply these             
principles in their revision for their subjects.   
These learning strategies are  relevant across             

all subject areas.               

Subject teachers are able to support students in 
using these strategies for revision and can         

demonstrate in a lesson - just ask! 

Mrs Campbell 

Effective Revision in the Sixth Form 

Advent is a season of preparation for the arrival of our Lord Jesus 
Christ and we wait in anticipation for the celebration of the            
glorious birth of our saviour. At Cardinal Wiseman Catholic 
School we started to celebrate Advent on Monday 30 November 
and the celebrations will continue until 18 December. 
 
In order to celebrate Advent both staff from the Senior                 
Leadership Team and students representing all Year groups, are 
participating by showing their God given talents of guidance, 
teaching, singing and music.  
 
Our school chaplain Father Peter showed us the way, using ‘Walk 
With Me’ booklets to learn about the daily Advent reflections 
during Advent Assemblies. The services are held at form times 
and streamed live from the school chapel. Each day we have a 
different Catholic theme which is inspired from the Gospel             
reading for that day.  
 
The Advent assemblies are supported by our dedicated IT Team.  
 
Chaplaincy  
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Have your say. 

 

Time is running out! 
There is still time to take part in our customer  

survey. Please click on the link below and let us 

know what you and your children think about the 

catering service at Cardinal Wiseman School! 

If you want to be entered into a draw for £25        

towards school meals, just add your name to the 

survey. 

Thank you. 

 

A family closely associated with Cardinal Wiseman School have lost their cats after 

a house fire.  If anyone spots them around the Wood End area could you please 

contact the school and we will get in touch with the family. Thank you 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=FGgS236eGkCKYoqg9S5u_qv3fE1Ek6BLk3WK6siqT_NURTRYRUxaNVE2QzU0UVdDN0ZSRlc3NFRYRi4u
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SAFEGUARDING 

The Educational Psychology Service have developed a short online 
survey, to gather information about young peoples’ mental health 
and their experience of returning to school this term.  
  
The survey is open to all young people attending primary or              
secondary schools within Coventry and takes approximately five 
minutes to complete. 
  
The link is:  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/WellbeingAtSchool2020        
 
The survey will remain open until 6 January. 
 
Thank you. 

The Educational Psychology Service is a team of educational            
psychologists who work with schools and parents/carers to promote 
the educational, personal and social development of children and 
young people 

Young People’s 

Mental Health 

Survey 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/WellbeingAtSchool2020

