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Newsletter 

Newsletter Issue 117 

Third Sunday of Advent  - Gaudete, Joy                              

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
This week marks the third Sunday of Advent, sometimes referred to as Rose Sunday, or Gaudete 
Sunday. You can see at the top of this newsletter the pink candle that is lit amongst the traditional 
liturgical purple. Every week when I look at the readings for Sunday, the scripture seems to ring 
true to our lives today. We are asked to be joyful; to rejoice and live in peace. We have seen joy 
this week in the reactions of many people in our community who have hope because of the Covid 
vaccine; joy from the community leaders who have received our donations to food banks; joy that 
the end of term is approaching for some much needed time with family. The most joyful scene 
across the world this week was that of Margaret Keenan, around 1 mile from our school,                    
receiving the first Covid vaccine. I know that there are those who have been sceptical about it, but 
if it prevents the spread of this awful virus, and allows us to see our friends and family properly, 
and gets our businesses and jobs to flourish, then it truly will be a joyful moment.  
 
There have been many moments of joy around school this week and you will see one of the pieces 
of art in this newsletter by the fabulously talented Daya Saju from Year 8, who created a deep and 
beautiful image whilst at home. One of our wonderful Year 10 students has been sharing her       
reflections and messages of hope from her bible study with staff around the school, and we had 
fantastic feedback about how well some of our former students have been interviewing as they 
move into the world of work.  
 
We are also joyful that despite the incredible challenges facing our families and our school during 
this term, we have Christmas, of some sort, to look forward to. In line with other local secondary 
schools and due to timings of the buses, school will have a staggered finish on Friday 18                 
December, with students released from 12:30pm and the last bus leaving at 12:45pm.  
 
However you will be celebrating, please rest, stay safe, and adhere to the government guidelines; 
the best present that you can give this Christmas is good health.  
 
God bless, 
 
Mr Everett 



 

Important  -  End of Term Arrangements 

 
Students return on Wednesday 6 January (Monday and Tuesday will be INSET Days). 

Years 7, 9, 11 Years 8, 10 & 6th Form 

Form at Usual Times Form at Usual Times 

P1 9.30 - 10.30 P1 9.30 - 10.30 

P2 10.30 - 11.30 *allow for Toilet breaks between P1/2 P2 10.30 - 11.30 

Form 11.30 - 11.50 Lunch 11.30 - 11.50 

Lunch 11.50 - 12.20 Form 11.50 - 12.30 

Form 12.20 - 12.30 *anyone catching the 112 to be dismissed before 12.30 

As a school, we are following the term dates for 2020/2021 as already published 

to parents/carers and there will be no change to the published dates of this term.   

The last school day for pupils is Friday 18 December and students will have a                
staggered finish from 12:30pm with the last bus leaving at 12:45pm.  

The school day on 18 December will be structured as follows: 



KEY STAGE 3 NEWS 

This outstanding piece of work was created by Daya Saju 8C.  A wonderful and hopeful                 

reminder of how to stay safe.  Daya has been awarded a Romero Credit. 

Year 8 Library Competition 

Outstanding Year 8 Work 

The closing date for this 

competition is in January 

so there is still plenty of 

time to enter! 



KEY STAGE 4 : Post 16 Courses 
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Travelling is a crucial part of life as it is the 

best way to escape our busy schedules. 

Exploring and experiencing new places,  

cultures, cuisines and lifestyles can             

explain why UK tourists are attracted to              

destinations all over the world.  

 

Travelling can be a good remedy for stress, 

anxiety and depression. 

 
Studying travel and tourism at Cardinal Wiseman School will be a stepping stone to a  
career in the tourism industry as well as  gaining a qualification to enrol at university.  
 
In the study programme, you will learn why destinations like Spain and France are top of 
the list for UK tourists. You will also understand why a strong pound provides more value 
to UK outbound travellers to other destinations; how the political/security  situation in 
some destinations, for example Tunisia, Nigeria, Venezuela and Iran, impacts on travel; 
what attractions are offered by various destinations for example Cyprus, Egypt, Thailand; 
what role technology e.g. social media  is playing in the travel industry; what transport 
principals are used in the travel industry; the contributions of the accommodation sector 
e.g. B&B, caravans;  and above all the importance of sustainable tourism to the                 
community at large.  
 
The tourism industry is currently affected by the COVID-19 pandemic with restricted  
travel and loss of jobs. However, travel and tourism still benefits organisations in the 
tourism industry, the tourists and the economy of a country. 
 
Mr Njang 
 

This week, the Post 16 courses in 

the ‘Spotlight’, that Year 11 students 

may wish to consider, are Travel & 

Tourism and Philosophy & Ethics. 
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KEY STAGE 4 : Post 16 Courses 

 

Question: What do Malala Yousufazi, Tinie                    
Tempah, Orlando Bloom, Katy Brand, Ricky               
Gervais, Jack Gleeson, Mayim Bialik and Martin          
Luther King have in common? 

  
Answer: They all chose to study Philosophy and      
Ethics! 
  
Religious Studies can take you in all sorts of               
directions in life. Only some of which involve                
becoming a celebrity! 

Philosophy and Ethics explores the big questions of life and morality: on what basis do we 
judge things good or evil? It challenges you to examine your assumptions, opinions and 
worldview. Do we need to believe in God for life to have meaning – or have the arguments for 
the existence of God broken down? What does it mean to be human? Do we have free will, or 
is our life completely determined? 
 

Through critical exploration of different worldviews and religions, our Philosophy and Ethics 
programme at Cardinal Wiseman Catholic School will help you learn to analyse and evaluate 
arguments and to compose and communicate your own ideas in a more reasoned and logical 
manner.  
 
My specialism is in the ‘Philosophy of Religion’  and I  have taught Philosophy and Ethics for 
five years. I am also an experienced A level examiner for this subject. The subject is led by 
conversation, debate and the sharing of ideas at Cardinal Wiseman. It will equip you with the 
intellectual skills and perspectives needed to face the ethical and philosophical challenges of 
our times. 
 
The Russell Group of top universities has made it clear that Religious Studies A level provides 
‘suitable preparation for University generally’, and both Oxford and Cambridge University          
include Religious Studies in the top level list of ‘generally suitable Arts A levels’. 
  
Universities like students who can reason and think in a mature and balanced way, as does 
the world of work. Philosophy and Ethics at Cardinal Wiseman builds these skills of analysis 
and debate, critical thinking and mature reflection. Many of our students have gone on to 
study the subject at Undergraduate level whilst others choose to combine Theology or                
Philosophy with subjects such as Politics, Economics or English Literature.  
Philosophy and Ethics develops highly marketable transferable skills in analysis, evaluation 
and persuasive writing. So if you are wondering what subject to take in the Sixth Form, why 
not study something that really matters...Truth, Ultimate Reality, The Meaning of Life, What 
makes us Human, Sex and Death!    
 
Miss Howe looks forward to welcoming you to A Level Philosophy and Ethics at Cardinal  
Wiseman Sixth Form. 
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Artist of the week is GCSE Art student  
Maya Kothavale  

from Year 10. This particular piece of her 
work was inspired by the Pointillism                   

technique.  
 

Pointillism is a technique of  painting  In  
which small, distinct dots of colour are             
applied in patterns to form an image. 

Artists Georges Seurat and Paul Signac       
developed the technique in 1886, branching 

from Impressionism.  
 

“Come to me, all who labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.”                     
Matthew 11:28 

The theme for the Post 16 Advent assembly was 

based on the Gospel of Matthew and focused on 

those people who have worked so hard during the 

Covid pandemic. 

Mr Beesley led the assembly, asking students to 

give thanks for key workers. He also encouraged 

them to have a new appreciation for those roles 

perhaps not previously valued highly but now 

shown to be essential to our lives. 

During Form Time on Thursday, there was also a Whole School Advent Assembly                 

celebrating the Second Week of Advent which was led by Helen Quinn, our Catholic     

Senior Executive Leader. The theme was the ‘preparation of our hearts and minds to             

receive Christ’.  

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiLrcPLo_3aAhWDcRQKHWmvBOcQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FSaint_Thomas_Christian_cross&psig=AOvVaw1LhWpV1_pKzm6C9J6u-rPM&ust=1526115002136988
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Painting


 

Rt. Rev. William Kenney CP 
Regional Bishop Coventry, Oxfordshire & Warwickshire    

  

 

December 2020 

 

To the Catholic Schools in the Southern Pastoral Area   
   

  

Dear Friends, 

 

I think that for all of us this has been a very unusual year.  Probably all of us have had to change the way we live.  We 
have not been able to go to school as we normally would; we have not been able to meet our friends, our teachers.  
Perhaps, even at home, we have not met our relations as we normally do, and we have found the constant                  
companionship of our brothers and sisters and our parents trying at times, however much we love them. 

 

Have we learnt anything new?  I am writing this in Advent which means a time of waiting.  We wait, of course, for 
Christ to come among us as a child.  While we really mean what we say, most years it is not always that real as we 
prepare for Christmas.  This year we possibly really know something about what it means to wait.  We are waiting for 
things to return to normal.  We are waiting to know what we are going to do about school work, exams, holidays, 
whom we can meet, and much more. 

 

Maybe we have learnt that waiting requires much patience.  We need to listen and pay much more attention to what 
others want, at home or in school.  We become irritated more easily, and we want change.  We fight against not    
being able to do what we want, and at worst we not only become impatient but we get angry as well. 

 

Mary and Joseph knew all about this, as they waited for the baby to come.  What we need to realise is that just like 
them we need time to get used to what is happening.  I cannot cope with change all at once; I need time to think and 
to accept. 

 

Let’s try and really wait for Jesus and think about what that could mean for ourselves.  If I do that I may understand 
much more about waiting, at home and in my life, for life to return to something that is easier to live with. 

 

Have a holy and happy Christmas 

 

 

(Rt. Rev.) William Kenney  

Auxiliary Bishop of Birmingham. 
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CATERING SERVICE 

 

Time is running out! 

There is still just time to take part in our customer  

survey. Please click on the link below and let us 

know what you and your children think! 

If you want to be entered into a draw for £25        

towards school meals, just add your name to the 

survey. 

Thank you. 

Have your say. 
 

Year 7 have the best attendance—well done! 
 

Best form groups in Year 7 are 7A & 7H at 97.4% 
Best form group in Year 8 is 8C at 95.3% 
Best form group in Year 9 is 9B at 94.3% 

Best form groups in Year 10 are 10A & 10G at 95.2% 
Best form group in Year 11 is 11D at 96.5% 

 
Please encourage all students to attend everyday as attendance is very important. 

It is crucial that all absences are reported by 9:30am everyday. It is very important you keep 
school updated to ensure all absences are recorded correctly. 

If any COVID tests are required in the household please keep school updated and ensure a 
copy of any results, positive or negative, is forwarded onto school 

at attendance@cardinalwiseman.coventry.sch.uk 
The attendance team are always available to help support families and students with their 

attendance, if you have any concerns please contact us. 
 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=FGgS236eGkCKYoqg9S5u_qv3fE1Ek6BLk3WK6siqT_NURTRYRUxaNVE2QzU0UVdDN0ZSRlc3NFRYRi4u
mailto:attendance@cardinalwiseman.coventry.sch.uk


 

A message from Plas Dol-y-Moch 

Plas Dol-y-Moch  has provided Coventry schools with high quality outdoor, residential                      

experiences within the beautiful Snowdonia National Park for many years. 
 

We had hoped to be giving you some good news about Outdoor Education and in particular about 

Plas Dol-y-Moch and the planned expansion of the buildings. At the moment we have no news, but 

we do hope that there will be something positive to tell you soon. 

 

You may have read in the press or on TV that many Outdoor Education Centres are under                     

severe financial pressure because they are not currently allowed to be open for residential                

opportunities. There are many ways that you can inform yourself, and help if you wish, some                       

of which are shown below: 

 

To help support Outdoor Education throughout the UK, if you are on Facebook, go to,  
https://www.facebook.com/watch/saveoutdoored/   

 

If you do not do Facebook you could listen to the short video from Steve Backshall 

https://fb.watch/26mDDDj8x7/ 

 

or from Iolo Williams (BBC Springwatch) 

https://www.facebook.com/saveoutdoored/videos/1479375742261761 

 

You can also support the petition to the Welsh Government to support Outdoor Education 

throughout Wales which of course includes Plas Dol-y-Moch 

https://petitions.senedd.wales/petitions/244442 

 

Many thanks from the Friends of Plas Dol-y-Moch 

http://www.plasdolymoch.co.uk/plas_dolymoch/info/1/about/2/about_the_centre
http://www.plasdolymoch.co.uk/plas_dolymoch/info/1/about/2/about_the_centre
http://www.plasdolymoch.co.uk/plas_dolymoch/info/1/about/2/about_the_centre/5
https://www.facebook.com/watch/saveoutdoored/
https://friendsofplasdolymoch.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3c2653fb07d19c2095a6dfc68&id=6903ebcd92&e=b8329f6a5a
https://www.facebook.com/saveoutdoored/videos/1479375742261761
https://petitions.senedd.wales/petitions/244442
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