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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
This weekend marks the 1st  Sunday of Advent, the start of our journey towards Christmas. In        
Advent, we are asked to wait, to be patient, and to look forward. This should hold extra                   
significance for us this year as the idea of waiting, being patient, and looking for an end to                
Coronavirus has been the story of most of our lives since March. I think most of us are experts in 
being patient, or having it pushed to the limit! Nonetheless, the wait for Christmas during Advent 
is a relatively short one. As a society, we seem to get worse at waiting - the best example being 
when it takes a second or two longer than we expect for a webpage or an app to load up. Media 
tells us that we cannot wait for deals, sales, and offers; Advent tells us to do the very opposite. It 
tells us to be still, and silent, and calm, and to wait for the hope that comes to us on Christmas 
Day. 
 
You will have seen in recent days a number of confirmed Covid cases within the school                          
community. Please be assured that we are following all Public Health England and Local Authority 
advice to the letter. We have also brought in additional cleaning staff and new equipment to            
ensure that all areas are cleaned appropriately. The city of Coventry is part of a pilot scheme for 
wider testing capacity and so although we know that this will bring about more positive cases, it 
will also give greater access to a test if anyone in our community does become symptomatic.  
 
On that note, can I please urge you to not send your children into school with any of the                    
symptoms of Coronavirus, no matter how mild. If your child does have a mild symptom, we are 
required to remove them from their bubble and recommend they get a test. Your full                             
cooperation with this is much appreciated.  
 
Although there are only three weeks of this half term to go, it will go very quickly for some, and it 
will be a long wait for others. However, the reward of Christmas at the end should hold some light 
for us to keep our spirits high. 
 
God bless.  
 
Mr Everett 
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Well done to the winners of the Year 7 ‘recommend a 

book for  bedtime’ competition, who are: 

Dania Karim and Isabel McNaughtan 

Along with their prizes, they each received a Romero 

Shines credit.  The library has also bought the books 

they reviewed, so they are now available to borrow.  

The books were “A Pinch of Magic” by Michelle               

Harrison and “The Girl Who Drank the Moon” by              

Kelly Barnhill. 

Now, shhhhh, I’m reading... 

Are you a  “librocubicularist”?               
(someone who reads in bed) 

This week all KS3 students discussed discrimination and            

racism during form time.   

The sessions included a very thought provoking video                 

explaining the true meaning and history of the “Black Lives 

Matter” movement. The originators of the movement Alicia                   

Garza, Patrisse Cullors, and Opal Tometi launched the idea 

in 2013 to promote social reform concerning racial                            

discrimination. 

 

Students were helped to understand that it is not only 

about civil rights, but a chance to acknowledge and              

appreciate diverse and rich cultures that have often been 

overlooked. 

KS3 PSHE Sessions Look 

at the ‘Black Lives 

Matter’ Movement 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alicia_Garza
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alicia_Garza
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Patrisse_Cullors
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Opal_Tometi
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On Thursday and Friday this week, 

every Year 10 and 11 student took 

part in a World Skills live event. 

Delivered directly to the classroom, 

the Spotlight Talks featured 30-

minute bitesize sessions including 

presentations and live Q&As helping 

young people turn their career          

aspirations into realistic goals. 

 

KS4 Live Careers Sessions Online 

Miss Greenway 

Harleigh has worked really hard this week, by                    
completing her artist research, annotation and editing for 

her digital portfolio. All during home learning. 
 

Harleigh is inspired by bold and bright colours and her 
orca development piece highlights the issue of animals  

in captivity. 

This week's artist of the 
week is Year 11 art student, 

Harleigh Wilson.  



K
EY STA

G
E 4

 
 

I'm proud to have taught A level Art at 
Cardinal Wiseman for over five years. It 
is recommended that students study at 
GCSE before completing the A-level, 
however, more recently, students are 
joining the course without much            
experience. Ultimately, as long as you 
are passionate about art and are a         
determined student who is willing to 
work hard, then art is suited to you. 

Art is a subject that complements many A-level subjects as it allows you to explore 
ideas and concepts from the world we live in, exploring both historical events and    
current affairs. Divergent thinkers are encouraged to develop their ideas from a             
personal starting point and in Year 12 you will explore the formal elements through a 
series of workshops inspired by both historical and contemporary artists. You will         
develop your ideas through a sustained series of practical experiments and be                
expected to thoroughly explain your ideas through annotation and a written element. 

  
Art is such a relevant, vast and rich subject that students are always keen to push 
themselves, even beyond the bounds of the curriculum. I've been immensely proud to 
see many students go on to study the subject at university, or by completing an art 
foundation course. In the last three years we have had students go on to study             
architecture, interior architecture, fine art and illustration in higher education, with 
many more possibilities such as fashion, animation and graphic design also available. 
  
Mrs Hopkins looks forward to welcoming you to A Level Art at Cardinal Wiseman Sixth 
Form. 

KEY STAGE 4 : Spotlight on Post 16 Courses 

 

Continuing our subject           

spotlights, this week we would 

like to introduce English and 

Art as Post 16 courses that 

Year 11 students may wish to 

consider. 
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Being asked to explain why I enjoy English 
literature is one of the oddest things I think I 
have ever been asked. 

In the past, I have often been asked ‘what’ I 
was reading, but never ‘why’ I would read it. 
 
 Why wouldn’t I enjoy reading the 

thoughts of some of the greatest            
people to have ever lived?  

 Why wouldn’t I want to know more 
about the experiences and feelings of 
people outside of my own gender,            
sexuality, social class and country? 

What a miserable life it would be if I only cared for the mundane things, or for the things I 
already knew! Literature isn't about novels or poems or plays. Literature is about people: 
about their feelings, their thoughts and their ideas. Literature is about societies, cultures 
and even life itself. 
 
In every A-level lesson, I get to sit down with a diverse group of students. We know we will 
use that time to grapple with and argue about some of life's great imponderable            
questions. We also know that we may well leave again, being no closer to having that           
definitive answer. However, we choose to do it anyway, secure in the knowledge that we 
will benefit from appreciating we are a lot further away from ‘not knowing’ the answer, 
than we were when we entered the room. Who can argue with that? 
 
Hearing students passionately challenge commonly-accepted beliefs about gender, race, 
social class, sexuality and other discrimination in the wider world is one of the most           
rewarding things a teacher can experience. Not a year goes by without a former pupil         
emailing the department to mention that they've used something we studied in class in 
their degree or job. 
 
Literature isn’t about the nouns, the verbs, the fronted adverbials or asyndetic listing.           
Literature is about life. Literature is about how we live that life. 
 

So if I’m ever asked that question again, I now know what my answer will 

be: ‘Why wouldn’t I read? More importantly, why wouldn’t you read?’ 
 

Mrs  Montgomery 
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Mrs Campbell is spending time across the 6th Form tutor groups over the coming weeks               

introducing evidence based revision strategies, as researched by the Learning Scientists 

(www.learningscientists.org) 

 
This week's focus was getting the basics in place ready for effective revision and introducing Year 
12 to the concept of SPACED PRACTICE 
 
The following illustrations are examples of the slides used in the sessions.  These will also on           

display in the Sixth Form common room. 

Revision Strategies in the Sixth Form 

http://www.learningscientists.org/
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CATERING SERVICE 

 

We are really pleased that, despite COVID          

restrictions, all students now have access to a hot 

meal everyday. 

There is still time to take part in our customer  

survey. Please click on the link below and let us 

know what you and your children think! 

If you want to be entered into a draw for £25        

towards school meals, just add your name to the 

survey. 

Thank you. 

We would just like to thank each parent and guardian who continue to support us with attendance 
and phone in your child's absences each day. As a school we are extremely grateful for this. 

 
Just a reminder that if anyone in your household is displaying any COVID symptoms 

(continuous cough, high temperature or loss of taste and smell) then please isolate as a household 
and organise a COVID test. Please inform school if anybody in the household has a test.  

 

All results negative or positive need to be forwarded on 
to attendance@cardinalwiseman.coventry.sch.uk 

 
We understand the cases are rising throughout the UK but we are ensuring Cardinal Wiseman is 

following all procedures and is working closely with Public Health England and the Local Authority.  
Thanks again for all your continuous support. 

-- 
Miss R Walsh 
Attendance and Safeguarding Officer 

Have your say. 
 

mailto:attendance@cardinalwiseman.coventry.sch.uk
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=FGgS236eGkCKYoqg9S5u_qv3fE1Ek6BLk3WK6siqT_NURTRYRUxaNVE2QzU0UVdDN0ZSRlc3NFRYRi4u
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SAFEGUARDING 

This week we will launch the Mental Health and Well-being section of our school 
website. Find it on the Students & Parents tab. 
 

We can all relate to feeling tired and run down if we don’t get enough sleep. This feeling is              
magnified when we don’t get enough sleep over a longer period of time and can have a big                 
impact on our physical and mental health. 
 

Further tips on improving sleep and mental well-being can be found at: 
 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/sleep-and-tiredness/sleep-tips-for-teenagers/ 
https://childmind.org/article/help-teenagers-get-sleep/ 
https://ben.org.uk/our-services/health-and-wellbeing/top-searches/sleep/a-guide-to-improving
-your-sleep/ 
 

‘Take care of yourself. 

You can’t pour from an empty cup.’ 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/sleep-and-tiredness/sleep-tips-for-teenagers/
https://childmind.org/article/help-teenagers-get-sleep/
https://ben.org.uk/our-services/health-and-wellbeing/top-searches/sleep/a-guide-to-improving-your-sleep/
https://ben.org.uk/our-services/health-and-wellbeing/top-searches/sleep/a-guide-to-improving-your-sleep/

