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Important Dates 

Christmas Carol Service Wednesday  11 December 6.00pm - 7.00pm  

 

Year 11 Parents’ Evening  Thursday  12 December  5.00pm - 7.00pm 

 

Newsletter 

  

As we approach the end of term, we are looking forward to our Governors’ Awards, where we welcome back 

last year's Year 11 for the presentation of their GCSE certificates and celebrate student achievement from the 

last academic year. Our guest of honour will be Fleur Sexton DL, the Deputy Lieutenant of the West Midlands,  

who represents Her Majesty’s Lord-Lieutenant of the West Midlands for civic, ceremonial, voluntary, charitable 

and social activities.  

Fleur Sexton is Businesswoman of the Year 2017/18 and Managing Director and co-founder of the multi-ward   

winning PET-Xi Training who have, to date, worked with 150,000 students in schools across the U.K. helping to 

improve results and progression.  

Fleur is dedicated to breaking barriers and improving life chances, investing much of her time and 10% of all 

profits into activities such as campaigning to Government and employers to invest in skills, motivating women 

to fulfil their potential and running the PET-Xi Foundation which raises money for young people nationwide.  

As we continue through Advent, we light a second purple candle this weekend to symbolise hope. This time of 

year can be difficult and emotional, and we hope together as a Catholic community for better things to 

come.   We hope that you can attend our beautiful Christmas Carol Concert on Wednesday 11 December from 

6pm -7pm. The sound is truly stunning and it will once again be one of the highlights of the year. 

Have a peaceful weekend.  

God bless. 



KEY STAGE 3 NEWS 

Glastonbury goes Global 

K
ey Stage 3

 
On Tuesday 26 November,  six Year 8 students, accompanied by Mr Rutherford, 
attended a Modern Foreign Languages Forum at Warwick University for a competition 
involving huge numbers of schools from the area. They had to design and plan a     
music festival in foreign country, in the target language.  
 

Our pupils chose Canada and worked in French. It was a hugely enjoyable experience 
and they excelled in all that they did. Although they did not win the overall            
competition, they did come first in two of the five categories that were judged - ‘Best 
Interview of a Celebrity’ and ‘Best Festival’ (judged by the other schools)! 
 

They were a real credit to the school and we look forward to competing again next 
year! 
 

Richard Jimmy Jacob, Yr 8, has now read over three million words on his              

Accelerated Reader course. His English teacher, Miss Mullen, has set him the             

challenge of beating the school record of five million words which was set a few 

years ago. Watch this space… 

 

Remember that you can get involved and win prizes by using the library before 

school, during lunchtimes and after school as well! 

Accelerated Reader Update 



KEY STAGE 4 NEWS 

K
ey Stage 4

 
Year 10 
 
This week, Year 10 Health and Social Care pupils took part in a First Aid course in order to     
support with their studies. 
 
The session covered asthma attacks, shock, anaphylaxis and resuscitation all of which are vital 
life saving skills. With the installation of our new community defibrillator located at the main 
school gates, it was excellent to be able to teach our pupils how to use it if a life threatening  
situation arose.  Our community is in safe hands! 

Year 11 
 
Please be reminded that it is Year 11 Parents’ Evening on 12 December between 5pm - 7pm 
in the main hall.  
 
The pupils have begun receiving their recent mock exam grades this week and looking at 
areas of focus.  Staff are keen to meet with parents in order to discuss progress and      
bookings can be made through Parentmail. 
 

Miss Greenway 



SIXTH FORM UPDATE 

Life skills—First Aid 
 

As many of you may have noticed, we have a had a new 
defibrillator installed outside the school gate for use in  
emergencies by both the school and the surrounding 
community.   
 

On Wednesday, over a hundred sixth form students 
participated in first aid training and learnt a variety of 
techniques, which included both CPR and use of 
the defibrillator.   
 

The first aid trainers commented on the level of           
commitment and enthusiasm shown by our sixth         
formers.  We hope they never have to use their newly 
acquired skills,  but we are confident that they will 
know what to do should an emergency arise. 
 
Thank you to the staff of:  sam@icansavealife.co.uk for 
taking the time to come in to conduct this training. 

mailto:sam@icansavealife.co.uk


CHAPLAINCY TEAM 

 

The Chaplaincy Team are organising several              
events to mark Advent! 

 
Reverse Advent Calendar: 
Each form group will be given a list of food items that they can contribute each day 
during Advent. The food items will make up hampers that we can deliver to our local                 
community and food banks. The list is being put together by the PLG and will be            
distributed next week.  
 
Helping the homeless: 
We are asking for donations of blankets, sleeping bags and coats. We will donate 
these to local shelters. 
 
Form Door Challenge: 
Tutor groups are also asked to get into the Christmas spirit by taking part in the Form 
Door Challenge. Last year Aquinas went above and beyond, along with a few classes 
around the school and really got our students talking. To be in with a chance of               
winning,  the door will need to look festive and show a religious aspect of the                
Christmas story.  
 

We would like to invite you to our                                                 

Christmas Carol Service                 

on Wednesday 11 December                

6pm-7pm 



 

 
Due to the low numbers of passengers of the S11 and the S12 services, Travel De Courcey will be 
combining the two services into one new bus route. This service will be the S112. Travel De Courcey 
have tried to ensure that they cover most of the school service operated by the other bus routes. 
  
Below are the new route map and the new timetable. All De Courcey bus passes will be still be            
honoured on the new system. The pickup times will be slightly changed due to the new route. 
  
The new service aims to be in effect from 6 January for the new term. 
 
Please phone De Courcey directly with any enquiries on: 

 
(024) 7630 2656  

Important Information for Users of 

Travel De Courcey School Buses 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 



AFTER SCHOOL ACTIVITES 

 

PE Faculty Activities 

Badminton (all Years) Monday 3.30 - 4.30pm 

Sports Leadership (Years 10 –13) Tuesday  3.30 - 4.30pm 

Rugby (Year 7) Tuesday 3.30 - 4.30pm 

Health and Fitness Club Wednesday (KS4) 3.30 - 4.00pm 

Football (Girls) Wednesday 3.30 - 4.30pm 

Football (Boys) Thursday 3.30 - 4.30pm 

Netball (Year 10 & 11 Girls)  Thursday 3.30 - 4.30pm 

Languages Faculty Activities 

Polish Club (Years 7 - 11)  Tuesday 3.30 - 4.00pm 

Spanish Club (Years 7  - 9) Tuesday 3.30 - 4.00pm 

Italian Club (all Years)  Tuesday 3.30 - 4.00pm 

French Homework Club (for all Years)  Thursday 3.30 - 4.00pm 

Latin Club (all Years) Monday  3.30 - 4.20pm (in RM03) 

Maths Faculty 

Maths Game Club Tuesday 3.30 - 4.30pm 

English Faculty 

Harry Potter Club (Year 7 -  9) Tuesday 3.30 - 4.15pm 

Debating Club (Years 9 -10) Thursday 3.30 - 4.15pm 

Music Department 

Whole School Choir Thursday 3.30 - 4.15pm 

See faculty staff for details 
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ATTENDANCE AND SAFEGUARDING 

This week’s top attending tutor groups are: 
 
Year 7 – 7A 
Year 8 – 8D 
Year 9 – 9F 
Year 10 – 10E 
Year 11 – 11C 
 
The team is always available to support parents in getting their children into school.  Please feel 
free to contact us if you have any questions or concerns. 
 
Mrs Shannon 

Attendance and Safeguarding Officer 

Remember – Absence = Lost Opportunity! 

Gangs and Young People 
How you can help keep children and young people safe: 

If you are worried about gangs, it can be difficult to know what to do to help protect young people. 
Whether they're thinking about joining a gang, are already involved or want to leave, they need 
help and support. 

There are lots of reasons why young people feel the pressure to join gangs. They might be bored 
and looking for excitement or feel attracted to the status and power it can give them. They might 
join due to peer pressure, money or family problems. Gang membership can also make a child feel 
protected and that they belong. 
  
Children and young people involved with, or on the edges of, gangs might be victims of violence or 
they might be pressured into doing things like stealing or carrying drugs or weapons.   For lots of 
young people, being part of a gang makes them feel part of a family so they might not want to 
leave. Even if they do, leaving or attempting to leave can be a really scary idea. They might be 
frightened about what will happen to them, their friends or their family if they leave. 

If you're worried, call the NSPCC helpline 
You can contact our helpline anonymously via phone or online. 

0808 800 5000 


